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The sacrament that makes someone a priest is not ordination, but 

baptism. This statement may sound confusing. Clearly, not all of us 
went to seminary, were ordained, are called ‘father,’ and are doing 
pastoral ministry. Like in the Old Testament times, we are used to the 
priests being a small sub-group within the religious community who 
serve as the mediators between God and humanity. But theologically 
speaking, according to the New Testament, there is only one 
priesthood. It is the priesthood of Jesus Christ. Through baptism, we all 
share in this one priesthood, therefore making us all priests. 

 
Today, we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Today’s 

feast is a good reminder of the empowerment that we received at our 
baptisms. Whether we were infants or adults at the time, we ourselves 
became priests, prophets, and kings in Christ Jesus. God the Father said 
over each one of us, ‘you are my beloved daughter/you are my beloved 
son.’ While all of us fall short of this calling and have times in our lives 
when we do not live out our priesthoods very well, we are encouraged 
to return to the voice of the Father that we received in baptism as 
often as possible. Baptism is a lifelong journey. 
 

It is true, there is a difference between ordained priests and 
baptized priests. In our Catholic tradition, we need ordained priests to 
carry out the functions of leadership, celebrate the Eucharist, hear 
confessions, and preach the Good News. They are essential for the 
unity of the Church and to ensure apostolic succession. But they 



cannot and should not do it alone. The ordained priests cannot get out 
into the world as much as the baptized priests can. The ordained 
priests cannot get into families, careers, and political life. The most they 
can usually do is set an example and, like the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, keep speaking words of comfort to the people. 

 
St. Archbishop Oscar Romero, the martyred Archbishop of San 

Salvador, knew that the ordained priesthood and the baptized 
priesthood were not opposed to each other, as sometimes presented. 
He once prayed, “how beautiful will be the day when all the baptized 
understand that their work, their job, is a priestly work, that just as I 
celebrate Mass at this altar, so the carpenter celebrates Mass at his 
workbench, and each metalworker, each professional, each doctor with 
a scalpel, the market woman at her stand, is preforming a priestly 
office!” (The Violence of Love, 10-11) In other words, all of us mirror one 
another in making Jesus Christ present in our world. Just as a priest 
does it at the altar, so too, all of you have the difficult task of doing the 
same thing in your own unique way. We don’t work against each other, 
but with each other. 

 
All the baptized have a priestly role in mediating the relationship 

between God and humanity. 
 
Am I nourishing my priesthood? Do I take an active role in the 

church community? Can I make Christ present in my home or work? 
 
As we continue with this mass, let us pray that we who have been 

saved through the bath of rebirth may be renewed by the Holy Spirit. 
May the heavens be opened today and the voice of the Father thunder, 
‘you are my beloved children, with you I am well pleased.’ 


